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Hence, in places where -an inscription, or date is
doubtful, the choice is limited to four, or when a day
sign is followed by a month date with a number that
is impossible, it is safe to assume that a mistake was
made by the sculptor*
Although the day signs returned to the same rel-
ative positions every fourth year it was not the case
with their accompanying numerals. Thirteen divides
three hundred and sixty-five with a remainder of one,
so that each year began with a day sign one more than
that of the previous year. Thus as New Year's Days5
I Ik would be followed by 2 Manik, 3 Eb, 4 Caban?
etc.
And as the highest common factor of four and
thirteen is one, it follows that four times thirteen, or
fifty-two years, must pass before the same day and
numeral combination could recur in the same posi-
tion in any one month. This period of fifty-two years
or 18,980 days is known as the "Calendar Round/5
and where a day and month date, as 4 Ahau, 8 Cum-
hu, is given, the position of the day is determined
within a period of fifty-two years only.
But in addition to this Calendar Round the
Mayas had the "Long Count35 based on a combina-
tion of the calendrical system and the numerical sys-
tem. The Maya numerical system was perhaps the
most noteworthy and remarkable mathematical
achievement of any known race and has never been
excelled even by Europeans. Unlike our system,
which is decimal, that of the Mayas was vigesi-
mal.
When we write such a number as 265? we know that
the six has ten times the value of the five and that